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DI^iTE  RELEASE 


TEST  ALERTS  - aIP.CR^.FX  OBSERVATION  ^-.ND  .TARNING  SYSTEM 

1.  The  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense  has  just  receivod  from 
the  Eastern  Air  Defense  Force  notice  to  the  effect  that  a series  of  special 
test  alerts  of  the  aircraft  observation  and  warning  system  are  to  be  held 
in  the  ’’near  future”.  The  essential  information  concerning  those  tests  is 
as  foliov/s! 

(a)  The  primary  purpose  of  the*  tests  will  be  ”to  test  the 
speed  v;ith  which  the  Ground  Observation  Corps  can  be 
mobilized  in  trie  ev;iat  of  a real  emergency.” 

(b)  Since  the  tests  are  basically  a ’’communications  chock” 

(i.e.  a ’’telephone  cheeVN’  designed  to  provide  information 
concerning  the  length  of  time  which  might  bo  required  "to 
got  the  Ground  Observation  Corps  into  action”  the  Eastern 
;',ir  Defense  Force  will  NOT  expect  Ground  Observers  to  man 
their  observation  posts.  In  vit3W  of  these  facts,  the  State 
Council  of  Civil  DL-i'ense  believos  it  unwise  to  attempt  to 
incorporate  the  sounding  of  public  warnings  or  other  activi- 
ties into  these  particular  tests. 

(®)  The  coming  tests  will  bo  ’’surprise  alerts”.  Only  the  Eastern 
Air  Defense  Force  knows  v/hen  tiiey  will  be  hold  and  no  addi- 
tional notice  of  their  occurrence  -will  be  forthcoming. 

2.  Major  General  Frederick  K.  Smith,  Jr.,  Commanding  General  of  the* 
Eastern  ^.ir  Delcnso  iorcc  has  said,  ’’IfVe  have  a real  air  defense  problem.  Ihe 
throat,  too,  is  real.  The  Soviets  have  the  atomic  bomb  and  the  aircraft  which 
could  deliver  an  atomic  attack  on  our  vital  targets”.  Lor  those  compelling 
reasons,  the  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense:  strongly  urges  all  Individuals  and 

agencies  directly  concerned  to  extend  full  cooperation  to  the  .-lir  Force  in  the 
iforth®oming  tests. 


Richard  Gerstoll 
Director  of  Civil  Defense 


.IV 


. . '■  >.  * . 


'.*  ' ' • ; ‘ ♦ V 

< ■ .‘  • • 


) 

V. 


r '♦ 

uV‘i  . . I J ^ . _ ' 


•}  •> .;  ,j.  ; 


i ; 


i . • 


'3'-" 


• i ' 


i 


-V 


,i  • V ; -K 


f'V 


r,.  i' 


